       SARAH LIVINGSTONE 
	Year of Call 

	
	1999

	Education

	
	1982 - LL.B (Hons) 1983 - Dip. L.P. 

	Professional experience

	
	Sarah was a solicitor in private practice for seven years where she was involved in a wide variety of Civil Court work. She moved to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service in 1991 to gain expertise in criminal trial work.

	Areas of Practice

	
	 Criminal Law, Children’s Referrals and FAI

	Courts/Tribunal Experience

	
	All courts in Scotland.
Courts Martial Appeal, High Court, London.

	Appointments & Memberships

	
	 Ad hoc Advocate Depute

	selected cases

	
	 The following are a small sample of cases which Sarah has been involved in, representing a broad aspect of practice.
HMA v Lucas – co-accused of Nat Fraser, acquitted. One of the most high profile murder trials in Scottish Legal history.

Fraser v HMA – Nat Fraser murder appeal resulting in the Dyer-Gray Inquiry into the conduct of the Crown and the Police in respect of the Murder investigation.

HMA v VB – University student charged with rape of fellow student while encouraged by other fellow students. Acquitted.

HMA v G – Historic sex abuse by 85 year old grandfather of five family members spanning four decades, acquitted.

HMA v T – Rape by African illegal immigrant of Edinburgh public schoolgirl, acquitted. 

HMA v Smith – currently instructed in high profile murder and rape of mother and 10 year old daughter. 

HMA v Graham – Section 1 RTA. Twenty year old charged with S.1 involving speeding and driving with defective brakes – acquitted on s1 following submissions, acquitted of alternative s3 by the Jury.
HMA v Hai Li – Cannabis cultivation factory, half a million pounds worth of cannabis recovered, acquitted on submissions.

HMA v Forsyth – Attempted murder by 40 year old man of schoolboy, acquitted.
HMA v Ahmed – Large VAT fraud involving unpaid duty on cigarettes, acquitted.

HMA v Martin – NHS fraud by optician. Thousands of pages of productions, 7 week trial. Evidence given by staff involved in fraud. Acquitted.

HMA v Pocock – 9 accused multi-million pound mortgage fraud. Thousands of productions. Ongoing case, trial set down for 4 – 6 months.

Reporter v D (children’s referral) – Complex and long running referral involving alleged physical abuse. Child suffered subdural and retinal haemorrhages, broken ribs and was left permanently disabled. Grounds of referral not established. 

	 additional information

	
	Sarah Livingstone called in 1999 having spent seven years as a solicitor in private practice where she was offered but refused a partnership to pursue a career in criminal law. She was a senior legal assistant in Glasgow and Falkirk latterly being responsible for the majority of the solemn cases. She acted as the principal Procurator Fiscal when required. She gained vast experience in the preparation and presentation of criminal trials at all levels and conducted a number of complex solemn cases and Fatal Accident Inquiries involving deaths in custody, accidents at work and deaths following medical procedures.

During her career at the Bar she has been involved in all types of criminal trials and has a particularly successful practice in the specialised area of sexual offences.



