jane farquharson

	Year of Call   

	
	2002                  Faculty of Advocates

1992                  Bar of England and Wales

	Education

	
	1991 – 1992
Inns of Court School of Law, London

Professional vocational qualification for the Bar of England and Wales

1989 – 1992
University of Newcastle Upon Tyne

(2:1) LLB Hons



	Professional experience

	
	1995 – 2000
Chambers of Sir Ivan Lawrence QC, London

Barrister
· Common law set of Chambers, a predominantly criminal practice but accepting instructions in family and personal injury matters.

2000 – 2001
Chambers of Desmond Da Silva QC, London

Barrister

· A criminal practice both prosecuting and defending with an emphasis on cases involving children and sexual offences.  Maintaining a family practice specialising in children and public law matters.  

2001 – 2002
HBOS plc, Edinburgh

Research Assistant

· Reporting directly to the Group Counsel of the Bank of Scotland who had responsibility for managing the merger of Bank of Scotland and Halifax plc.  



	Areas of Practice

	
	Criminal law, Children’s Referrals, Freeing for Adoption, Proceeds of Crime, Drugs, Sex Offences, Human Rights and Devolutions Issues, Extradition, Appeals



	Courts/Tribunal Experience

	
	In England the Magistrates, Crown Courts and Appeal Courts including the Court of Appeal.

In Scotland, Sheriff Courts, the High Court of Justiciary and the Appeal Court.

	Selected Cases

	
	In the Appeal Court:

Brian Kelly v HMA

An SCCR referral against a rape conviction of a serving police officer.  Mr Kelly was the first man in Scotland to be convicted using DNA evidence.  The procedures of testing were called into question and the conviction successfully overturned.

Kevin McAngus and Michael Kane v HMA

A 5 bench appeal case reviewing the law of culpable homicide by the supply and/or administration of drugs.  Having argued a preliminary plea at first instance on behalf of Michael Kane, leave was granted and his appeal conjoined to reconsider the leading Scottish authorities in light of a recent House of Lords decision in England.

Luke Mitchell v HMA
Appeal against a murder conviction, with particular emphasis on circumstantial evidence.

At First Instance

HMA v Luke Mitchell 

Junior defence counsel in the prosecution of a 15 year old boy charged with the murder of his 14 year old girlfriend Jodi Jones.

HMA v Peter Tobin

Junior defence counsel in the prosecution of a church handyman charged with the murder of a Polish student Angelika Kluk.

HMA v William Gurie and others

Scotland’s first money laundering prosecution.

HMA v Brian Howes and Kerry Ann Shanks

Defence counsel for Mrs Shanks.  Extradition proceedings of a couple alleged to have conspired to unlawfully import into and distribute within the USA, chemicals used to manufacture methamphetamine.  As a family of 4 young children facing separation from both parents this case involved a compelling Article 8 argument and the right to family life, currently under consideration in the Appeal Court.  

HMA v Neil Strachan and others

An 8 accused trial involving a conspiracy to sexually abuse children and the possession, manufacture and distribution of paedophilic images.  This trial represented the largest prosecution of a paedophile network in the UK.



	Appointments & Memberships

	
	Faculty of Advocate Criminal Bar Association

	Publications

	
	Reporter for Justiciary Cases

	Additional Information

	
	Jane Farquharson called to the Bar of England and Wales in 1992.  In London she built up a successful criminal practice, both prosecuting and defending with an emphasis on cases involving children and sexual offences.  She also maintained a family practice specialising in children and public law matters. 

Since qualifying in Scotland she has enjoyed a busy junior practice, being led in a number of high profile cases and appeals and appearing on her own in the High Court and Appeal Court.  Her methodical approach has made her a first choice as junior counsel assisting senior in some of the most notorious cases of recent times.




